Childhood cerebral vivax malaria with pancytopenia.
We report on a 7-year-old girl with cerebral vivax malaria complicated by pancytopenia. The diagnosis of malaria was done by demonstration of trophozoites of Plasmodium vivax in the peripheral blood smear and confirmed by both a species-specific antigen detection technique and a sensitive polymerase chain reaction method. There was depression of all 3 blood cell lines. No overt manifestations attributed directly to pancytopenia were noted. The patient responded promptly to artesunate and pancytopenia was managed conservatively. To our knowledge, this is the first report of pancytopenia complicating childhood cerebral vivax malaria in the English literature.